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FROM THE PASTOR’S STUDY 
 
 

THE MEANING OF LIFE* 

At the last session on the last morning of a two-week seminar on Greek culture, Dr. Alexander 
Papaderos turned and made his ritual gesture to signal the conclusion of class and asked, "Are 

there any questions?" 
Quiet swept over the room. The two weeks had generated enough questions for a lifetime, but 
for now, there was only silence.  "No questions?" Dr. Papaderos said as he swept the room 
with his eyes. One student raised his hand. "Dr. Papaderos. what is the meaning of life?" 

The usual laughter followed and people began to stir about getting ready to leave. Dr. 
Papaderos held UP his hand and stilled the room to perfect peace. He looked at the student 
who had asked the question for a long time to let the student know he didn't appreciated him 
trying to make light of the situation. 

"I will answer your question," Dr. Papaderos said as everyone slowly slid back into their seats. 

Taking his wallet out of his hip pocket, he fished into a leather billfold and brought out a very 
small round mirror, about the size of a quarter. And what he said went something like this: 

"When I was a small child, during the war, we were very poor and we lived in a remote village. 
One day, on the road, I found the broken pieces of a mirror. A German motorcycle had 
wrecked in that place. I tried to find all the pieces and put them together, but it was not 
possible, so I kept only the biggest piece. This one. And by scratching it on a stone, I made it 
round. I began to play with it as a toy and became fascinated by the fact that I could reflect 
light into dark places where the sun would never shine - in deep holes and crevices and dark 
closets. It became a game for me to get light into the most inaccessible places I could find. 

I kept the little mirror, and as I went about my growing up, I would take it out in idle moments 
and continue the challenge of the game. As I became a man, I grew to understand that this 
was not just a child's game, but a metaphor for what I might do with my life. I came to 
understand that I am not the light or the source of the light. But light - truth, understanding, 
knowledge - is there, and it will only shine in many dark places if I reflect it. 

I am a fragment of a mirror whose whole design and shape I do not know. Nevertheless, with 
what I have I can reflect light into the dark places of this world - into the dark places in the 
hearts of men and women - and change some things in some people. Perhaps others may see 
and do likewise. This is what I am about. This is the meaning of life. 

And then he took the small mirror and, holding it carefully, caught the bright rays of daylight 
streaming through the window and reflected them onto the face of the student who had asked 
the question. 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.”(John 9:5). and as His followers, we are to be like that 
little mirror, reflecting the light of Christ into the dark comers of this world. "Let your light shine 
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven " (Matthew 
5:16). 

*This story has numerous sources



June 3 @ 10:00 A.M. – Rev. Josh Crowell 
 
June 10 @ 10:00 A.M. – Rev. Lyle Ashby 
 
June 17 @ 10:00 A.M.  
   Sermon: God’s Top Ten List 
   Text: Exodus 20:1-17 
 
June 24 @ 10:00 A.M. 
   Sermon: Sleeping Through the Storm 
   Text:  Mark 4:35-41 
 
Many thanks to Ken Landall, Josh Crowell and 
Lyle Ashby for preaching during my time away.  
 
WE INVITE YOU TO COME AS YOU ARE… 
AND DISCOVER WHO YOU CAN BE. 

 
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE 

The Activities Committee would like to thank 
Connie Bickford, Ken and Claudia Landall, Ann 
and Lloyd Swaim, and Betty and Bill Boothe for 
opening their homes for our “Let’s Do Dinner” 
evening on April 27.  Everyone enjoyed the lovely 
evening with good food and conversation.  This is 
a fun way to get to know Dennis Union friends. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING PARKING 

If you are an able walker, it would be helpful to 
make the parking spaces close to the church 
available for those who have difficulty walking. 
Please remember that parking is available at 
Carlton Hall, the library, on Old Bass River Rd. 
and on Hope Lane. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER 
It’s easy to sign up to receive our monthly 
newsletter and our weekly updates. Go to the 
church website – duchurch.org – on the right 
side of the home page you will locate the place to 
sign up. Our newsletter and our weekly updates 
keep members informed of the happenings at 
DUC. 
 
 

TARGETED DONATION – CHAMP HOMES 
During the month of June we are collecting items 
for Champ Homes, “places of hope, built on faith.” 
Their mission is to provide and maintain a safe, 
supportive, nurturing home environment for 
formerly homeless youth and adults. You can 
learn more at: www.champhomes.org. The items 
needed are: toothbrushes, small shampoos, 
conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste, soap, shaving 
cream, razor, face cloth… all these items can be 
purchased at The Dollar Tree or similar stores. 
 

 
When in worship, please consider “checking in” 
with Facebook. 
 

 
DUC E-MAIL 

Are you on our church e-mail list? Every Friday 
we send an email with updated information about 
our Sunday worship service and other events at 
DUC. You can sign up for emails on the church 
website: www.duchurch.org  

 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD 
Many thanks to our faithful church members who 
made a pledge toward the building of a new 
Habitat for Humanity home in Dennis. We ask 
that all pledges be fulfilled by September 30th. 
Checks should be made payable to: Dennis 
Union Church. Write “Habitat” on the memo line. 
 
It’s not too late to pledge your support to the 
Habitat build. Pledge cards are available in the 
church office. 
 

SUMMER MUSIC AT DUC 
Even though the summer months are upon us, 
there is still plenty of wonderful music at DUC 
throughout the season. 

 
 

	



AUCTION NEWS 
Our weekly auction pick ups will end on June 
12th.  Then we will start sorting on June 19th.  
Everyone is welcome to lend a hand!  It’s a fun 
time of camaraderie and fellowship.  Plus, we get 
to sort through all the treasures we’ve been 
collecting!  Be sure to come to the church on 
Tuesday mornings around 9:00 a.m. from June 
19 until close to the Auction.  The only day we 
know we’re skipping is Tuesday, July 3.   
 
We thank all who generously gave up their time 
and energy for the Auction last year.  
We will again need volunteers for this year to 
work on the Auction Day, August 11. Please 
consider helping us in this fun and worthwhile 
endeavor. Call Joanne Ashby or email if you are 
interested in helping: 508 385-2320 or 
jcacorp@comcast.net. 
 
Joanne Ashby and Ralph Aceti ..co chairs 
 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
Come to our Brunch Bunch at the Walsh’s on 
June 22 at 11:30!  
 
Bring your favorite dish…salad, casserole, 
dessert…to share. 
 
Join in the fellowship and fun!!  Sign up at coffee 
hour or call Ruth Lund at 508-362-0180. 
 
 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
 

Faith Family Meal - the next Faith Meal is on 
Friday, June 1st.   We volunteer for the mission on 
the FIRST Friday of each month.  The duties are 
very easy – from setting tables to scooping food 
onto plates.  There is a super duper 'core' group 
of volunteers that are willing and able to guide 
you through the process.  Please check with 
Cindy (cindyfiscus@hotmail.com) if you are 
curious! We love to welcome new volunteers!   
 

Day of Hospitality – the next lunch at church for 
our guests from Salvation Army is on July 22nd. 
NEW socks, deodorant, and laundry soap (please 
purchase PODS, not liquid) is appreciated!!  
DRIVERS are needed to carry the guests from 
Hyannis at 12:00pm and return the guests at 
2:00pm.   

               
  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 Patti Goyette   June  3 
 Judy Chesley   June  4 
 Cheryl Cerbone  June  5 
 Carolyn Clancy  June  6 
 Priscilla Brines  June  7 
 Ann Paulsen   June  8 
 Judy Conrad   June 10 
 Lori Doig   June 10 
 Bette Anne Crowell  June 11 
 Stratton Haskell  June 12 
 Bob David   June 12 
 Mary Ann Eldred  June 12 
 Ann Swaim   June 14 
 Jane Springer   June 17 
 Max Ingraham   June 19 
 Julie Drake   June 20 
 Nancy Berquist  June 23 
 Josh Crowell   June 25 
 Judy Berrien   June 25 
 George Bartlett  June 25 
 Todd Williams   June 27 
 Tyler Reed   June 28 
 Joan Van Baalen  June 28 

   Bev Turner       June 30 
 
 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 Bob & Carol Michel  June  1 
 Dick & Jane Wilson  June  4 
 Neal & Melanie Carlson June  4 
 John & Judy Livingstone June  6 
 Howard & Judy Chesley June 11 
 Bob & Joan Stout  June 18 
 Ken & Claudia Landall June 22 
 Victoria Schuh & Jerry Rosen 

June 23 
 Earl Springer & Lois Andre   June 24 
 Sam & Mary Crowell  June 25 
 Cal & Karen Mutti  June 26 
 Ruth & Dewey Lund  June 27 
 Dennis & Patti Goyette June 29 
 Ken & Martha Mills  June 30 
 Dave & Pam Thibodeau June 30 
  

 
 

 



 

 
 

JUNE FLOWERS 
 

June  3  Given by Emily Woudenberg 
  “In  honor of Mother’s and Father’s 
   June birthdays.” 
 
June 10  Given by Sue and Sarah Martin 
  “In honor of  Jack’s birthday.” 
 
June 17 Given by Nancy and Skip Walsh 
  “In loving memory of both our 
   parents.” 
 
June 24 Given by Ralph and Judy Conrad 
  “In loving memory of our parents, 
   Freeman and Roma Conrad, and 
   Lawrence and Helen Elliott.” 
	

																				  
 

JUNE USHERS 
  
June  3 Howard & Judy Chesley, Elsa 
  Erickson 
 
June 10 Joan Stout, Ken Mills, Jan Gardner 
 
June 17 Bill Crowell, Willa Crowell, Priscilla 
  Hutchinson 
 
June 24 Kim Crowell, Catie Crowell, Anna 
  Crowell 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
The minister, officers and congregation of Dennis 
Union Church offer their sincere sympathy to the 
family and friends of Ruth Johnson who died on 
April 13, 2018. 
 
We also offer our sincere sympathy to Earl 
Springer and family on the passing of Earl’s 
brother, Bill. 

 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH SCHEDULE 
	
Sunday School all summer! 
Schools are finishing their year, and children and 
youth begin to prepare for summer camp and 
trips away with their families.  We keep our doors 
wide open in Sunday School, as while many of 
our locals are away, I eagerly await seeing my 
Summer Kids!   
 
Father's Day Sundaes!  
Our annual ice cream fest will occur during 
Fellowship on June 17th.  Skip breakfast & eat ice 
cream!! 
 
Youth Overnight 
Our last Overnight before a brief summer break is 
on June 2nd.  It is a Water Themed overnight – so 
bring a couple changes of clothes and a towel!   

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY, SECOND HOUR 
 

Please join us on June 10th at 11:30 A.M. in the 
multi-purpose room for Second Sunday – Second 
Hour. Brenda Vazquez, the new director of the 
Dennis Council on Aging and Senior Center, will 
be our guest. Brenda’s topic will be “Reframing 
Aging.” Aging is not what it used to be. We’re 
living longer, and we’re healthier. Brenda will talk 
about the opportunities available for seniors in 
Dennis. “It’s about connecting with others, having 
fun and finding meaning in community and 
service.” Darlene Fisk will serve as the host for 
this session. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
SOCIAL CONCERNS 

Faith Family Meal at Faith Assembly of God 
Church, Hyannis -  

June 1 & July 6, 3-6:30 p.m. 
 
On the first Friday of each month, we continue to 
serve our neighbors-in-need at Faith Assembly.  
We would LOVE new participation in this mission.  
We no longer cook the meal. Instead, volunteers 
greet guests, set up dining tables, help serve the 
meal, and assist in cleaning up afterwards.  The 
comradery of the volunteers and the smiles on 
the guests faces make this a wonderful way to 
spend a hour, or two, on a Friday afternoon.  
Please let Cindy Fiscus, know if you are 
interested in helping.    cindyfiscus@hotmail.com. 
 

 
 
If you live alone or come to worship alone, you 
are encouraged to give your emergency contact 
information to the church. Our Deacons 
safeguard the information. Emergency Contact 
Forms are available by the guest books or in the 
church office.  Completed forms are added to a 
loose leaf notebook which is locked in the 
Deacons’ closet. 

 

 
 

FELLOWSHIP DUES 
The Dennis Union Church is one of the 370 
churches in the Massachusetts Conference of the 
United Church of Christ. As a member of the 
Conference, we pay an annual “Fellowship Dues” 
of $20 per church member. We invite you to 
make a donation to the church to cover the 
“Fellowship Dues” for the members of your family 
who are active church members. You can forward 
your donation to the church with “MACUCC 
DUES” on the memo line. Thank you for your 
consideration. 
 
The United Church of Christ is the largest 
Protestant denomination in Massachusetts. We 
are also the Commonwealth’s oldest 
denomination, with roots going back to the 
Puritans and Pilgrims. 
 
We follow a “still speaking” God whose revelation 
continues in our time. We seek to listen to God’s 
voice as we engage with the pressing challenges 
of today. We offer an extravagant welcome, 
proclaiming, “No matter who you are or where 
you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 
We believe the church’s mission is to change 
lives – a mission we express by saying, “Never 
place a period where God has placed a comma.” 
<from the website of the MACUCC> 
 
 

FRIENDLY VISITORS 
To expand the ministry of the church, we are 
developing a list of volunteers who would be 
willing to make one visit a month to a homebound 
church member. If you would like to volunteer, or 
if you know a homebound church member who 
would welcome a visit, please call the church 
office. 
 
The pastor calls regularly on homebound church 
members, on nursing home residents, and on 
church members who are in the hospital. 
 
If you would welcome a home visit from the 
pastor, please call the church office. 
 



 
LET’S NOT FORGET THE FOLKS 

WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY GETTING TO 
CHURCH 

 
Edie Conti   Barbara Mabee 
Richard Burnham            Laurie Soc 
Doris David                         Elinore Zeeb 
Russell Gillis 
Ann Johnson 
Bruce MacPherson 
Ann Johnson 

 

 
 
June 23, 7 pm  CONCERT by the Berkshire 
Children's Chorus.  This is their third trip to the 
Cape, and they have a great program of Celtic 
music, with violin, flute, piano, organ and 
percussion .  Free-will offering.  As always, they 
will be our guest choir for church on Sunday, 
June 24. 
 
Tuesday, July 10, 7 pm   CONCERT by Gabriel 
V, a local brass quintet based at the Church of 
the Transfiguration in Orleans. This music should 
sound magnificent in our splendid 
sanctuary.  Free-will offering. 
 
Sunday, July 29, 10 am   JAZZ IN JULY, our 
traditional Dixieland worship service. 
 
And remember that HYANNIS SOUND is back on 
Thursday nights throughout the summer. 
 
All of this music brings DUC closer to the wider 
community.  Please support these events 
yourself. 
 
Maggie 

 
 
 
 
 

HYANNIS SOUND IS BACK! 
The series runs from Memorial Day to Labor Day 
each summer on Thursday nights at Dennis Union 
Church. 
 
Tickets are sold at the door, $15 for 
adults and $10 for children under 10 years of 
age, and seniors over 65 years of age.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

	


